------

. -
.‘..I......‘.

WA RN AR AR R E Y Y 2 atat"
N I LT O e St

A J - - . TR e *. .9 O o9 » » _— -
b e st anes AL . L LRI > & o
L L) .0 . . A YN Sobradinne . i e o ‘.
...“........Q.QOQOOOCODD......'.“.i.ovog.....‘_ SR B A e 0%, LR 0 0 ¢%%"%."." - . o oA » ° L OO A b o 00 N
IO R X O SeR s r e s o 0!........' ooo.....,.' 10 Ao 0“0 o v ns TR Y o v ’ “- a0 sevess v » OO O
p e A st ...t.o.l.n . n...... 2 e .‘.Q‘Q.C.!..‘. OO o'’ -.......o...... Cr e .'.-.._-..‘... $ L 08 ‘a‘.‘,.o.-.... 2o $ 200 P 500 0% " % %’ ’ S S S AN RO OO " c.-..‘.’....... ....... PP PR A
S U O AL RN v . e " . OO N . RN . . ' . ) MY o L%, 0 80 N L .. o U OO y LR LN
DU YOO N T T M R X M M s A O MU RO OO O M o S N g N ’ .00 00 0 0 0 MO W A O O N N R O A S SO AT AP I IO OO » % OO N
.........‘ LN oo ¢’ L L L R Y L ‘oo......'.l » L A . ’ R R : » F g A R R I NN ‘."‘...‘.‘.ul"c.'...... » "....‘....l.-............
. OO ) e e ® 00 ’ OOOOOON™ OO OO s 0" % R I s e i s o ot o o LSl S O N O IO X X SR UOOOOOOOOC ’
- .OOQQ.‘. AP L N s AL NN MPLILNCE N MO 4 ' ’ - oo nsdda 0" P OO S S AAASAAI .. WS » .,.‘....Ocoo...-oooooo
. ) .‘.' LU L R ) . ' R NN . ' " . ' AL e ’ MM O S L K o 0 0 s a0 e ", AL O e N OO O N M X o 5 et o o s A L 'Y
L O 0 O Y S A R ¢t st o s rast,tey » RN e p oo os L , . A N NN YN Y P N N N N W a0 oo 5 e O X
OO R AN N ) » oo a’s .- e P g o o'... ’ » 5 e 0 o A 4 . e N s ol Ao AP L L O N N sra e ...‘.......'
Otonotoo.°...'.'.'.' T ave "% 20%:%:9,4.0.0.¢ 0 0000000 ¢ 2’ g 00 2D edanoaeeds o ® L e .ool"'.'c‘.'o‘c.c.c.o.o. 55
.o. .o..‘.0.0 R X n'.’.‘.‘.' . @0 0 07 e’ 00 e etdt, PRISBS e s s a v ot oo nts sy B oo NN £
v ’ ‘ ‘ N . .
. .o.o.o't.:'. .'.'.\.c‘o'o'l‘n..... o D‘O.o‘o..'-'c’-...-. “%"e%’ 0 0 000 20 "% S OO OO ':........'.':‘."0‘0.0.0’0 -
LN N ._» v » 4 . S0 0 s ar i, F Ve )N .. ' s" 8 ’ - P ey RO
OO N R 8 Ay a o b s RO OO IO X T . Yoo w0 080 800505 %%, o . ' . . I O O OO OO "
Be s s smnnenoniatt . . ARN S ’ ' o s’ JOC SO ' . s o' e " vy o A AW o . I N OO M XN Y o
" r e LN y ' o - b )\ . . - v A ® ’ vy » ¢ AP A ande e » s - ) o & L .- h LR X s A e - -y
.. ..0.0.0‘Q."0.-.~..‘.'......'... - L A OO ) . - . i . oo e ’a ; 2% ) LI N » ,...., ...."...'......O.Ip.'............ b
SRS LANLsNT NN \ ” . O O
) » . . .
|. .'.‘...U...O. .O...o ...‘..:.:..... 2% o.l 0.-.; .0.._;..'.'.'.'..'.....,.‘.....‘.....‘....
U O R e s AN E Y LY A NEYY YR YIEIOASTIAA Y e ! ' " h e . ' ' N - ‘e N\ A OO e
O O O ......‘. P ’ T 4 . . ' > & e b a . LD . 4 g » oc.‘ao-.-...'.,.'......
X ‘.0 " b & ¢ / . ’ ’ o’ & » ‘ . CP 0L PN A ny
l..' ..........‘... .. LA EY . > e 4 1 e v v e 9 . o 0 o' e"1’e s o ) ", ¢ A "5y o » > 552 MLV " LN R Q..'o....‘....'..‘.‘.. o .
....'....Ill...qv » ’ . s 4 d o '100000000000’...,.. »
OSSO S A M e et % %0, . ' v e 5% y ' MW LRl A A A AF IO P
SN O .. Vo uqe® 8 b . ' ' ' . " ’ . JE s - . » S OO
IO L L . ¢ 4 N ¢ o0 ’ ' . - ’ . S0 arVas SR N
I‘. :.:......'.... ...'Qoo.g‘.' o L ) X ’ of y . ’ » ) ; » » Xy - - - S50 . -'0 ..'-'a'-'.'o'o.o’n'-.-'."’c.o.c.:. .:".........
BELsr e s e . ’ 00 0o o0 addee L
i\ et 0te %", AR I O T SO S A I R R B NI O e - . O I M I N R S i 2 N N N L ’ ,.,..u."”...‘.....‘.u.».o‘o’o.o.o.-..........
. L L . . > y P . e LR
O I SO SS X v e o BN $ ol : W . ae X F 9" s% W SR O O O R M T
P A O ’ . » . ’ ' ¢ ’ . » ’ " S ¢ ’ » A _ XYY I N Y o O Y
O OO UL okt ' o’ t 0o ey e o v ' O " " . o L NSNS AN F O el
OO O S weteteds - X OSSR ':.o'.'.'.""".' ooetes
- ’ . U G
U OO X S ....4... LU &« F e aew 9.0.0.0 0.0
S UL UL A M " SRR A I LRI o » . . L *r" se.e ¢
™ s e e LR IR ) ’ N N L . b oo e . . N L LI R
‘et et OO .\“'.°.','.' S .o'a'.. e " e et OGO o'’
:
.......s'-.o....-)‘.... -o-‘-coooc' 0°0°0°0700%0"0%:° %% S\
.\.......‘... .-.0.<" as "0.00 U « X . » SNt cae A T
L LR O . . "
s N e’ :
S AP0 e e b s ar a0
IO R IO oo s%’
. ."..00....!0...
NS R S SO O OO
...Il.loo......... £
- e ...'..t‘..l'.‘..“.’ 0.0 00
R O o o eve": %" .
o S S -
o O * 'c'o‘o'o’o.o"' ' o
» . » -
o'.o.o.o....o.o.o. Ye'e s o e o e %’ - ot e
S s s arsnrwan e e e ".’.00'0.--0-. 00.’
-« BN S S SO ) ...‘...'.‘....-.-. Y e Y O s o s o X It
.‘... .0.0.0. .0.0.0..‘-.0.0...0. MOt ‘I.I.Q...'. ....... .o .t - “s LNl N g .’ o4 i y . b . ! : . " B .‘.n'.. A °.'.‘i'.'.'.‘.""""'
Sar e nan Tem e e ' O N ) N . ™ » . ' s o e d o S O )
senm e PSS A RCC O RSO O P o’ - "y e . a e & Voo W 'cvaco-ooogog‘....,....
o e ......."... -~ .".'0000...... ) A ’ » . oo 0 sV o0 s o s PR ’ . o F 4 g e o e LR I RN Y Y PO s i rr e o . » U » ’
OO OO XSS LA TN *e o OO O S LN N . o ' i o | » ; R X -, OO Y s s eedad N O O N R s
S M OO O , " . o eeetatet 00, « 0" X R S -.c‘-.,l OO R O
OO IO O M St .. A et SO ’ . St ARt & 5 * o a'n O O N "
o - LS . " - v . . o a"s%e%s " » . » ‘e
" Ao e e s o ne ate’e ...'-.. = ’ o eve’e '....l.o.’ Y, C
o'......‘. ... ....‘ ‘... l..'or E ” 3 » 0"~ll'. L .’. O’O.o..'c... -
I S S S S S MM R LN 0 2 ; O PO /I.”- DO
.« ren » ’ . . Hh . ' n e EDTOESD LA
'000'.0.‘.'0'0-0'.'.'. *e et ¥ ‘o s X OO X ’ SO v ) » RO ':...o'n.o‘o.i.l...l... '-'o'...." . ‘.'.'.'."'.'."0.0. WO " os
e e .-'o'.°-°.'.'.‘,‘.‘.‘.0'0 R $.%""%"," ».t.-'o OOCEN 3 MM ve Sl AR O.O.v.-'0.0.0'0.0.0.0'0.. o:p.o'o'-'-° o'.’.‘.’.'.'.‘.‘.‘.‘,':'.0.0'0:0..f.'o.o‘
P e o OO wwoe s ale . L NN e - o . 5 g E . . o s » - L) WY OO
..l. ...0........'.'...'.‘ .....‘ 0‘0.-- ."'.'.""‘.'~“‘- N X e v .. SO S SO ot .‘.’.°.‘.'.'....".’. . .".o.o %% 0% 6%% %" Sane et
- .y e e - e " » »
> e e e o’ ...0.0.";.o‘.'... U o o' g K ...- : » » J A e » .0.0.o‘o.o" - o' N ...o. X
OO .'.‘.'.'o‘.'!oo:c.'o «*. e SO s . poa e s s e 9 1 . . oow - . F OO ...:.0)0’....‘.. AN S e Tt A
. . . . " £ » T o
® LR o P L ' A\ B P . A ° 0 " . .o 0 ..‘........'0.0.0 .0.0‘-. oooo.......ﬁ'oo
. . LI R 000000‘0.....
e

------

-----

.....

:::o'o
-..:::-

-
o

LR . n - 'o.

’ e
’ ':.- o.c...o.o.o.. ..:.‘Q:.:
‘S v ‘O.o.....o...-......

........
.............
-------
------

»

L e . I N N X X O T T © o A A L st e s o s a W T A " SA A AR D A ¢ L A W W 0 s e s s e e e e
S SR G A O AL L O+ & @ W € 0 o v a o n IS o N o PR o P et e
L .

-» »
LR
o. -. R A A S
. FE L

e
.‘. -.- _.'
e :.- o
t.. .' 2 ...O' J
ot v Wt
.o. -... ...v.. ..........
° Y LI ...
e P
., '.

AL G ot i e
.-l‘\l.i '.\.\ 4
e

-
2 . "
LU .
. .
. * s 00
L LR
L) N )
LR L L
. "L e
. I
. LR A R L R O
LR LR R N LA N
L L E D R DL L N
CR O D B L L L
L R R R R L L L L )
LR L N N L LN
» LR NN N
. O L U
COC U DO I 0 L L N L
CORE R S L U
LR IE T O N
EE L N o e .
EE U DL R L , LU L N
DI R D D N ' EE R
LR ) L D GO )
L L EE L D N
CROE I U 0 N fERa R anrar
L O MU L U L .
U UL L S N L D L ) s
O OO MO O L L )
EEE DL U I N ) . >
LR UL L N DL PN N R N O »» ‘YR
e 000 9" v EE 0 UL L L L BAE S AL NN . ’ . o -
.. S8 2w B an LU R L L L L L L ) et he . PN X .
-0 EE L L O D N ..........,.‘. ;
CE O 0 N O L R D X XXX OO - e
L L L IR O L L D L L L ) P R O L. E >
D D L O U L XX X XSO
OO R OO e N R N OO O U
L N PR PR T O O L D L O R LR L L R L
L L L) . ERE U D L R L L R X X M R O s
L AL LN CCNOM D O U O L L L) .‘...u................
U L L LN O L L L L U . AR AR BN A BN N B AR
) .. CREE RO R L L L R L L) L L O L L L
5 o.Q...o.o.o.l‘o‘..'.t.l.o.b ....O.Q.C.O‘O‘0.0. .. ......'.......‘.......
-
v CRCC I O O L L L L L L L ) AR EEEEERE Y R
PR L L L R L ) . < .
PR X XX NN N R R RN . : ne b
b e s e CC O L L 2 b
L L) CE U O L oo e e
O 3 O O O L L L » s an %% :
L N N .. EPUL T LD p RN o'
LI L N R L R L L L L) » "M e
U ) E T R L L) o B Piw : SR
L LN ) LR R L L L e e caee. <
LU EE ) ERENEEE L L - - La s e -
“ahann N R O 2 %0
L L . LR UL L L L) o B e
L) L EPEERE I O NN
ERE R A XN RN A L NN o » OO . 4

The Killoran brothers, Aidan and David who will
line out for Bunninadden in Sunday’s final -

e ).

. R
il
e e 2



..............
...................
...............
.............
........

...............
......................
..................

.......
.........
............

................
............
L e e a e e e e,
..................
...........

.........

.....
\ \ )
..........
----------
..........
..........
» » - .
.....
........
. .
.....
.....

» - .
.l. l.\l .
RN AR X
.\‘ ''''''' :~:-:\;. .v-l.“ "\
\;\--\ ‘;: . l'q:':o:-:- .......
\‘l.\ - ....-.t'-. 'n.-
PR R .?:33‘\‘.'4-:-;@"'
RN % R & R ERGSR B o
...... » . )
e R S,
------ ' SRR
N , A
(S0 - NS Sy . " o:-:l‘n ::::::
e W, et .f."\.‘
..... 0N
R o
R PN
O o e
-.‘\.
\-
- \.
N 3
. .K)
s
KON
e
SRR
G
.I .........
L l\
RS
............
SR
.......
o Aty
o) e -:s.-‘
* - ..I.I.. L)
\ n ¢ ‘. i.h‘l
o R
3 SR
.....
OO
» !‘..‘
N
.> :'-'n:o ':::':':':'.
e s SO A ¢ ¢t

aaaaaa
00000
-----------
-----------
...................
- ..
llllllllll
............

iiiiii
......
...........

0000000
uuuuuuu
.......
------
-------
oooooo
ooooooo
nnnnnn
-------
000000
..............
-------
lllllll
-------
-------
ooooooo
-----

. .

h ' < ' - - . \ll

Peter Gallagher of Gallagher Motors Bunninadden presenting a set of tracksuits
and kitbags to David Killoran ,Club Treasurer on behalf of Bunninadden GAA
Club. Also present is l/r: John Spellman, Selector; Gerry Perry; Brendan
Gallagher, Committee; Richard Brennan (joint manager); Chris Marren,
Chairman; John O’Flaherty, Secretary.

O’Flaherty (Secretary) and Chris Marren (Chairman).
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‘Flaherty, key players for

John and Fergal O

Bunninadden
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WHATEVER happens on Sunday, it has been a whirlw;j
Bunninadden. Less than twelve months ago, they won their first

e —— e

ve

. ﬁ : ; ‘. ; ; ] -
nd year for

. . . : senior |e;
title and now they are back in a County Championship final for league
in one hundred and nine years. By Leo Gray "

It’s a real sporting fairytale, given
added intrigue by the fact that
Bunninadden’s opponents in Sunday’s
cagerly-awaited showdown are Coolera
who themselves are making their first
appearance in a senior championship
final since 1946,

There’s so much sentiment and
historical baggage attached to onc of the
most fascinating finals in ycars that the
hardest job for the respective managers
this week will be Keeping the players
focussed on the sixty minutes of football
at Markievicz Park on Sunday.

While Bunninadden’s joint-managers,
James Kearins and Richard Brennan,
are acutely aware of the priorities facing
them in the build-up to Sunday’s
contest, they also recognise the
overwhelming sense of history attached
to the occasion,

“For a small rural club to get to the
senior Championship final for the first
time in over onc hundred years is an
amazing achievement and no matter
what happens on Sunday, nobody can
take that away from us”, remarks
James Kearins.

Pride

“Everybody is caught up in the
historical significance of the occasion
and that is understandable. There is
great pride in what the tcam has
achieved and rightly so™, he adds.

But it would be a mistake to conclude
that Bunninadden are satisfied just to
get to a county final. Having defied the
odds so far in a wonderful campaign,
they are determined to finish the job.

“We've come this far on merit. We've
proved that we were capable of building
on last year’s success in the league so
why shouldn’t we approach Sunday’s
final in a very confident and determined
mood. We desperately want to bring the
senior  Championship  back fto
Bunninadden”, insists Kearins.

Bunninadden have had many good
teams and some outstanding footballers
down through the years but the big
breakthrough at senior level always

N ——

c¢cluded them. What has
difference this season?

made the

Confidence

“Self-belief™, asseris Kearins,
“Winning the league last vear was an
important milestone in the club’s
history. No matter what level a team
plays at, they need to win something to
give them the confidence and the self-
belief to make progress. Psychoiogiculiy,
last year’s success in the senior league
was the breakthrough this club needed,
It gave us somcething to build on and we
started this scason believing that we
were good cnough to compete with and
beat the best. That self-belief is very
important”, he points out,

Bunninadden beat Castleconnor in
their opening Championship game and
although they lost te Coolera, Sunday’s
final opponcnts in the sccond round,
they had done enough to qualify for the
knock-out stages.

A quarter-final win over last year’s
semi-finalists, Easkey, set them up for a
clash with St. Mary’s in the semi-final.
The Sligo town outfit started as
favourites and looked to be heading for
the final when they raced into a seven
point lead early in the second half. It
was then that the true character of this

Bunninadden ftcam  was scen  to
devastating cffect,
Character

“We looked down and out in the early
stages of the second half but I never
stopped belicving that we could get back
into the game”, recalled Kearins.

“We got a bit of luck when St. Mary’s

_missed a good chance of a goal at a stage

when they were well in front but I don’t
think that should take away from the
character and resilicnce we showed in
fighting our way back into the game.
“Qur greatest strength is our {cam
work and we shewed that quality in
abundance against St. Mary's. I don’t
think we had any outstanding stars on
the day but we had fifteen players who
gave cverything they had and that was

Tel Office 071-89224.

Bunninadden Team

the ﬁl‘S{t time

what won it for ys.

“Every team ha
\ S a few indiy
players who are key men and we air:u:(:
d'lﬂ'orem.but. overall, it is gyr team
work which is the biggest factor in our

progress to date”, the
; y the joint.
maintains. Jointmanager

Experience

As a player, Kearins won
Cha.mpionship medal with Sligo and
played in six county svnior finals and

~ . In stark contrast to
the players on the Bunninadden panel
he has been through it all before an(i
fhat type of expericnce should prove
invaluable as he preparcs his team for
Sunday’s date with destiny,

“Hopefully, I'll be able to pass some of
my experience on the plavers. This will
be a new experience for them and there
is bound to be a lot of hype surrounding
the match, given that it is so long since
cither team has been in a county final.
But that is all part and parcel of modern
day football and I am sure our players
will be able to handle that side of
things™, he says.

And what about the match itself 2. The
Bunninadden joint-manager is
anticipating a close, tight match.

“Coolera beat us by three points
carlier in the Championship but [ don’t
think there is a lot between the sides. |
watched them in their semi-final replay
against Eastern Harps and 1 thought
they were very well organised and
played with great discipline. They also
beat  the reigning  Champions,
Tourlestrane, in this  year’s
Championship so their track record
speaks for itsell.

“From our own point of view, we will
need to play to the very best of our
ability all over the pitch. We know
exactly what is required of us and we
will go out and do our very best. lf we
get it right on the day, we'll be in with a
great chance. We are certainly
approaching the game in a very positive
mood”, says Kearins.

a Connacht

Scanlon & Irwin

AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS

Rock, Ballymote, Co. Sligo
ot Home 071-83113.
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Bunninadden’s Gormley Clan: Mark, Derek, Liam Og, Shane,, William

consistency the

key to success for

South Sligo club

CONSISTENCY is the key to success for
Bunninadden in Sunday’s county final clash with
Coolera. That’s the view of the club’s inspirational
captain, Fergal O'Flaherty,

“On our day, we are capable of beating anybody but we
haven't always played to our true potential. Finding the right
level of consistency has been a problem for us 1in some

matches but we’'ve come this far and 1f we it our best form
on Sunday it witttake a very good team to beat us™, says the
twenty-four years old midfielder.

The prospect of becoming the first Bunninadden man to
lift the senior championship trophy in over one hundred
years 1s not something to which Fergal has attached most
attention over the last few weeks

Leo Gray talks to Bunninadden
captain, Fergal O’Flaherty

“There's a lot of hype surrounding the histoncal
significanze of the match but, to be honest, that 1s not
something that the players aie too concerned with

“We redise, of course, that 1t1s a great achievement to get
this far after such a long time¢ bul our prionty now 1s (o try
to win the final. The people of the pansh are very proud of
what the team has achieved so far and 1t would be great to
£o that one step Turther and win the utle”™, he explamns

O'Flaherty, a Secondicy School reacher in Wicklow, hives
in Dublin and trains with a nuinber of other Shgo exiles in
the Capital, travelling home at week-ends for matches It's a
demanding schedule and his role as captain carnes extra
responsibility

"1 ¢npy being captain™, he admuts I don’t feel any extra
pressure as far as my own performance 1s concerned but the
fact that I'm captain puts me m an deal position 1o
encoumge and help the other players, especially the younger
lads, und | respond to that responsibility™

Despite winning the senior league last year, Bunninadden
weren't widely regarded as genuine Championship
contenders this season. But within the club, there was a
huger and desire to give it their best shot.

"After winning the league last year, we had something to
butld on and when the draws for the Championship were
mede we telt we had a good chance of doing well”, the
Bunnminadden captain points out.

“We got off to a winming start against Castleconnor and
we played Coolera in our second game, knowing that we
were probably going to qualify for the quarter-finals in any
event. Maybe that had something to do with our low-key
performance that day. Hopefully, we'll be able to play much
better in the firal”, Fergal adds,

He believes Bunninadden really came of age in the
quarter-final aguinst Eashey, producing their best football of
the season against a quality side

“That victory was a watershed for us”, he maintains. “It
gave us the confidence boost we needed and | think that
s100d (0 us in the semi-final against St. Mary's.

“We trailed Mary's by seven points at one stage but we

never gave up. In similar circumstances last season, would
would probably have got hammered but the team has
matured a lot and we now have the sort of expenence and
confidence needed to win 1mportant Championship

matches”, the Bunninadden captain points oul.

On a personal level, Fergal 1s delighted with the call-up to
the Shigo senior squad for training in preparation for the
forthcoming National Football League

Captain of the county minor team in 1994, he missed out
on the U.21 grade through injury. Now he's back to his best,
however, and 1s looking forward to the challenge of
impressing new Sligo boss, Peter Ford.

*It was great to get the call-up for training with the county

——————— e [ ———————
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John and Fergal O'Flaherty, key players for
Bunninadden
team but | know 1 have a lot of work to do to make the fina)
panel for the League Thatis what | am aiming for and | wal!
be working very hard towards that goal once the county
final 1s over”, he says

Fergal's immediate prnionty, however, 1s Sunday’s historic
final with Coolera

“I think 1t’s great for football in the county that two clubs
ke Bunmnadden and Coolera have rcached the senior
final”, he says

“The two semi-finals were tuight and tense games but |
behieve the final could be a real cracker. The teams are very
evenly matched and it could go down to the wire,

‘We're approaching the game 1n a very upbeat mood. 1 see

no reason why we can’t win it 1f we produce our best form
on the day™, he says.

Best of Luck to the Bunninadden
Team in the County Final from

RICHARD
BRENNAN

AGRICULTURAL CONTRACTOR

* ROUND BALING
+ CONDITIONER MOWING

+ SILAGE HARVESTING |
+ HEDGE CUTTING

* PLOUGHING & CULTIVATING

+ SLURRY SPREADING TANKER & UMBICIAL SYSTEM
ALL AT KEENEST PRICES

Tel (071) 83229. Mobile 087 2537880
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BUNNINADDEN, SLIGO COUNTY SENIOR CHAMPIONS 2000. Back Row (Ur): Kieran Brett, Stephen Roddy, Mark Gormley
Shane Gormley, Francie O'Dowd, Emmet Gilhooley. Back row (Vr): Johin O’Flaberty, Liam Og Gormley, Paul Kearins, Fergal O
Derek Gormley, Padraig Doohan.
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WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS: Barry Gilhooley, Francic O'Dowd, Liam Og \ off N td 5

Gormley, Mark Gormley and Joe Scanlon in jubilant mood after Bunninadden’s : :
. Team Captains, Fergal O'Flaherty, Bunninadden and Shane O'Neill, Coolera,

victory. A .
pictured with Referee, Thomas Walsh, before Sunday’s County Semlor TRIUMPHANT THREE: James M
cDonagh, Stephen Reoddy and F
Championship final at Markievicz Park. O'Dowd of Bunninadden.
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BUNNINADDEN

in the end

Bunnmadden lost

iwo defenders,
Grormley and Francis O'Dowd, i the first half
and tranled by a pomnt at the interval, Their task
of getting back into the game was made all the
more difficult by the fact that they had 10 play

manager.  James

he sad

Shune

against the wind in the second half

“We had three different full-backs during the

game but all the lads responded magnificently.
Kicran Brett ended up playing at full-back und
he had a tremendous game. | was delighted for
him because he 18 one of our most committed
players, travelling from Dubhin every week-end
for games

“It didn't look too good for us at half~pime
but [ just told the lads to keep getting the ball in
around the Coolera goal

“I knew that Coolera wouldn't score too
much from play and that we could keep close 1o
them 1l we defended well without giving away
1o many free Kicks That 1s exactly what
happened and the carly goal in the second half
was a great boost to us

“Coolera came back and got one point ahead
of us but we were always m with a chance and

halt

“We got better as the
putin a strong fimish The ove
was perfectly illustrated near

the players never stopped
could win 1t”, saud the Bun
He descnbed the wiet
achievement by the club
the ll’;msh was thrilled w
“1 have never seen :
county final L oieh
waiting for the big breakthro
tully entitled to celebrate n
du.'I;' A(ca‘mns added
ellecting on the g; -
although Bﬁnmnaddgc::“gct;:h: ;}c\anugcr i

they didn’t play particularly
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I 1am Healy (Coolera) is ch

Final at Markievicz Par

k.

allenged by Fergal O'Flaherty (Bunninadden) during the County Championship

Champions back in action on Sunday

Newly crowned county
Champilons, Bunninadden,
make a quick return to

action this weck-end
when they take on
neighbours, Eastern

Harps, in the semi-final
of the senior league at
Ballymote on Sunday.
Bunninadden won the
senior league last year
for the first time in their
history and will be

anxious to defend their
title. However, they will
have to plan without

defenders, Francis
O'Dowd and Shane
Gormley, and ace

forward, Aidan Killoran,
all of whom were injured
in last week's county
final.

In the other semi-final
at Easkey, South Sligo
rivals, Tourlestrane and

Curry come face to face
in what promises to be a
cracking encounter.

In the Intermediate
League, St. John's will be
hoping to stay on course
for a
Championship/League
double when they meel
Shamrock Gaels in the
semi-final at Kent Park.

The  Gaels  were
relegated from the senior

—

ranks last scason and the
league represents their
last chance of a quick
return to the top fMight.
They will not lack
motivation for what
should be an interesting
match.

The other semi-final
between Grange and
Mullinabreena takes
place at Castleconnor.
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1¢] Finn, made a fifly yard run

0 \‘J J

and |
d that it was Padraig
the matchwinner. He's
he club and his

bt the oalkeeper, Mich
Jsugcr.y ﬁp the field t
oderful  to the free fr

"¢ time

Brennan,

om which we got the winning
“All the players deserve great credit

was particularly pleasc
pDoohan who emerged as
a tremendous servant 10 t
attitude 15 first class
‘ch paid tribute 10 his joint man
and the officers of the club
ly well orgamsed and
of play owes much to
h work at official

“The club 15 extreme
our success on the ficld :
the people who do so muc
level”, Keanns

The manager :
Coolera and expressed his ap

fact that the club’s manager

ponted out.
had words ol

. satd the manager

ager, Richard

consolation for
preciation of the
Declan McCabe
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By Lo Gray
jont
KNearms, praised the never-say-die attitude of
s players after their astomishing victory over
Coolera i the county semor championship
final at Markievicz Park on Sunday last
“These [nds just never give 1n",
Everything secmed to be going aganst us but
the Tads hept batthing away and got their reward

McCabe and

added Kcarnns

vers

and Executive member, Tony McLoughlin,
travelled to Bunninadden to share in the
celebrations on Sunday evening !
“I fully understand how Coolera felt alter
losing the final in such circumstances. They
were devastated but 1t was great to see Declan
Tony
Bunmnadden on Sunday evening
Coolera will make the breakthrough soon”,

McLoughlin  n
Hopefully,

Bunmnadden are back in action on Sunday
when they take on Eastern Harps in the semis
final of the semor league, a competition they

won for the first ume last season. However,

they will be without Shane Gormley, Francis
O'Dowd and Aidan Killoran, all of whom were
imured in last week's final

Historic breakthrough
worth the long wadit

By Leo Gray

“IT HAS been a long
time coming but it was
worth the wait™, was the
immediate after match
reaction of
Bunninadden'y
triumphant captain,
Fergal O'Flaherty, as he
tried to take in (he
cnormity of his side's
achievement.

Bunninadden snatched
victory from the jaws of
defeat in a gripping final
against  Coolera  at
Markievicz Park on
Sunday to take the Owen
B Hunt Cup back to the
South Sligo parish for the
first time since 1891

“It will probably take
a while for the historical
significance of the win to
sink in", said O'Flaherty
moments after becoming
the first Bunninadden
man to lift the County
Championship trophy in
one hundred and nine
years.,

“We were a long time
in the wilderness but now
we have reached the
promised land and it is a
victory for every man
who has ever pulled on a
Bunninadden jersey as
much as it is for the
players of today™, the
captain added.

He paid tribute to

every memwber of the
squad for the
commitmert they had

given over the last couple
of wyears. The victory
would be particularly
sweet for the two players

vho were injured during
the game and who had to
spend the day in Sligo
General Hospital

The captain said great
tredit was due (O
nanagers, James
Kearins and Richard
brennan, as well to the
dub's loyal supporters
and sponsors and club
officers.

“The first thing James
Kearins said when he
ame to Bunninadden
was that he didn’t want
o be associated with
losers and today we
proved that we are
winners™, O'Flaherty
added.

Reflecting on  the
game, the captain said he

- Sy

Y

S

was proud of the way the
team dug in after they
lost two key defenders
through injury in the
first half.

“It was a matter of
hanging on in there and
we had the character to
do that”, he said.

He admitted, however,
that Bunninadden
enjoyed a large slice of
luck on the day.

“The Gods were
definitely  with  us™,
O’'Flaherty  conceded.

“We would have been
relieved to get a draw in
the end so to get that last
gasp goa! was a real slice
of luck”

In his of
triumph, the

moment

Bunninadden  captain
spared a thought for
Coolera.

“You would have to
feel for Coolera™, he said.
“They thought they had
won the title and | Know
it must have Dbeen
heartbreaking for them
to have had it snatched
away so late in the game.

“They are a good
voung team and | am
sur¢ they can bounce
back. They are a great
club with great
supporters and they
deserve a county title. If
they win it in the near
future, we will be
delighted for them”,
O'Flaherty added.

Matchwinner, Padraig

Doohan described the
moments leading up to
the dramatic winning
goal.

“I pushed forward in

case Fergal's free
dropped short™, he
explained. “The ball

bounced off the crossbar,
I think, and | just got 2
fist to it. There were a lot
of players in there and
thankfully the ball ended
up in the back of the net”
The former captain of
the Sligo junior team
which won the Connacht
Championship two years
ago, Doohan said he was
very proud to be a
member of the
Bunninadden side
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' By Lro Gray
COOLERA manager,

McCabe, struggled to conceal his
disappointment after his side’s
defeat

heartbreaking

congratulate
Declan

the day,

to “You need to get a few breaks in
games like this and just didn't get

Buuninadden in Sunday’s
dramatic countly final at them™, he said.
Markievicz Park.

“We thought we had it and then
it was snatched away from us in the
very last second. It's extremely
hard to take”, he admitted.

McCabe, a former Bunninadden
quick to

-

manager,  was

*“The referce played about five
minutes Injury time which 1 felt
was a bit excessive and I also felt
most of the 50/50 decisions went
against us, That is not sour grapes.
It’s just the way we saw things,

“Having said that, you have to

the
champions but said he felt his own
team were desperately unlucky on

new | county

give credit to Bunninadden. They
never gave up. We had a fair bit of
possession near the cud but we

couldn’t finish them off, At the end

of the day, we were undone by two
soft goals,

“Hopefully, we'll be able to

bounce back from this. We have a
very young feam who can, | believe,
win a county title in the next few
years. We need to learn a few
lessons and they don’t come much
harsher that the one we got today”,
added the Coolera manager.
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Lio GRAY REPORYS
BUNNINADDEN s
COOLERA .covmarrvnens MR Sl oA | Y |
BRAVE Bunmnadden captured their first senior county
Championship title since 1891 when a dramatic injury-
nume goal gave them a sensational victory over luckless
Coolera at Markievicz Park on Sunday Tast

In the one hundred and nine years since Bunnimadden
last won the title. there have been many better finals but
| doubt f there has ever been a more drmatic one

Coolers. who hadn’t won the covcted crown singe
1907. looked destined to end their Famine when they led
by a point as the game shpped deep mta injury time Bul
their drcams were shattered i the most cruel fashion
possible as Bunninadden smuggled the nitle with a freak
goal four minutes mto stoppage tinc

A 40 yard free by Bunmnadden captan, Fergal
O'Flaherty, dropped into a crowded goalmouth und as the
ball bokbled about n a frenzied fashion. via the crossbar
and the fingertips of the Coolera keeper. Padrug
Doohan got the vital touch which deflected it 1o the back
of the ner

s cseTvitarrritbec :ulh-»andn.2-7
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Jubilation

Coolera protested that there had been & square
infringement but after consulting with lus umpires,
referce. Thomas Walsh, allowed the score to stand and

«time 4o
hundred and nine year w
for championship glory
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John O Flaherty and goalkeeper, Michael Finn, also
made important contnbutions

Padrag Doohan was never far from the heart of the
action ot mudfield and he got solid support from Mark
Gormley

Fergal O Flaherty's switch to the half-forward line
towards the end of the first half gave an added dimension
to the Bunninadden attack and the excellent free-taking
of Aidan Killoran was crucial in keeping the South Shgo
club m the game Derck Gormley, Liam Og Gormley,
Emmet Githooley and impressive substitute, David
Killoran, all played their part in a lamous victory

Despite playing against the wind in the first half,
Coolera created the game's first opening as James Joyce
and Liam Healy combined 1o put Kieran Quinn the
clear.

Alert

However, the midliclder’s effort flew wide of the
tarzet At the other end, Coolera keeper, Awdan Carty, had
to be alert 1o race off his hine to clear the danger as
Emmet Gilhogley close in on goal

A brisk opening produced the first score in the tourth
mindte Padrag Doohan gamed possession i midfield
and set ofF on a penctrating run belore dispatching the
ball over (I bar to give Bunnmadden the lTead

The quality of that score was matched by Coolera's
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Coolera midficlder, Stephen Carty, charges through the heart of the Bunninadden defene, during the E:,—untv Senlor final at markiev Icz
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Bunninadden had completed a classic “smash and grab
viclory

In the mayhem which followed, the South Shgo club’s
wild jubilation was matched only by Coolera's

Fergal O'Flaherty (Bunninadden) and Neil Carew
(Coolera) battle for possession during the County
Final at Markievicz Park.

devastation as they tried to come to terms with the
disaster which befell them

For much of a tense and keenly contested ¢ncounter,
Coolera had looked the more cohesive side but they were
unable 1o build up a commanding advantage as
Bunniadden battled against adversity to keep m touch

After losing therr full-back, Francis O Dowd, through
injury after just ten munutes, Bunninadden suffered
further disruption when their vigilant young defender,
Shane Gormley, sustained a nasty shoulder injury just
before the interval

Renewed hope

' With two of their key defenders sidehned and having
surrendered a five point lead to trl by a pont at the
jnterval, 0-7 to 0-6, the South Shgo club looked to be in
real trouble. And the fuct that they had to face a strong
wind after the break hardly inspired much confidence

A well-taken goal by Derck Gormley five minutes into
the second half gave them renewed hope but Coolera
quickly regamed the mtatve with Kieran Quinn
emenging as a big influence at midfield
' A sparkling point by Karol O'Nedll and further scores
by John McPartland and Liam Healy edged Coolera in
front with six minutes remamng and they were
controlling possession 50 well that there seemed to be no
way back for Bunninadden
. Even the South Shgo club’s huge army of supporters
seemed to accept that their cause was lost when Derek
Gormley blazed wide from a good position in the final
‘minute That, we sensed, was Bunnmadden's last chance
but this team can never be wnitten off

Tragic blow

In a nailbiting chmax, they hnd seige 1o the Coolera
goal and their endeavours were handsomely rewarded
‘when Doohan snatched a breathtaking winner

. At was a tragic blow for Coolera who, at the very least,

‘s0 much

Neil Carew, Barry Doyle and Shane O'Neil were all
‘excellent in defence, Kieran Quinn was an impressive
dfielder, mmcularly‘ in the second half, while John

‘McPartland, Karl Galligan and Karol O'Neill, who

looked a real classauct, got through some great work n

the anack. . & |
" Bunninnadden had heroes all over the pitch and the

‘way they regrouped their forces after those two first-half
injuries spoke volumes for the character of the side

; Contributions
" Wille Gormley and Kieran Brett excelled in the
’nsuugmn'd defence while Paul Kearms, Su:phcn Roddy,
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equaliser o minute later as Karol O'Neill completed a
magnificent solo run with a great point.

Aidan Killoran edged the South Shgo side back
front with a pointed free in the 7rh munute and that
signalled the start of a penod of Bunnmadden
dominance

Brilliant point

Another free by Killoran made 1t 0-3 to 0-1 after 12
minutes and Bunmnadden went further ahead two
minutes later with a cleverly worked score  Padrag
Doohan and Fergal O Flaherty combimed ina swift inter
change of passes to release David Killoran who popped
the ball over the bar

A bnilhant point from a 45" by Awdan Kalloran pul
Bunninadden four pomts clear in the 16th ninute and
they gxtended their lead three minutes later with anothes
text-book score, this time from a stdeline kick way out on
the left by Fergal O'Flaherty

Coolera were looking a bit ragged at this stage but they
suddenly clicked into top gear and fimshed the half with
a sconng burst, which yielded six unanswered poinis in
ten minute spell

Karl Gilligan got their revival under way with a point
from a free 1n the 20th minute and Paul Hegarty followed
up with a delightful point from play after good approach
work by Kicran Quinn and John McPartland

Then in the 24th minute, a sweeping Coolera move
carmed a free from which John McPartland reduced the
gap to just two ponts. Some stubbom defending was
required to keep the rampant North Shgo side at bay but
there was nothing Bunninadden could do to prevent
Karol O'Neill from claiming his side’s fifth pont after 27
minutes

Equaliser

John McPartland shot over the equahser from a free
two minutes later and the same player edged Coolera in
front for the first time with a pointed free just before the
interval

Bunninadden needed a positive start to the second
penod and that s exactly what they got as Padraip
Doohan. making the most of slack marking i the
Coolera defence. put the sides back on level terms after o
quickly taken free by Ardan Killoran

A
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Kieran Quinn sets up & Coolera attack
County Final at Markievicz Park.
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Kieran Quinn restored Coolera’s lead i the 341
minute but Bunnmimadden got a vital break a minute later

Wilhe s long pa:
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slide the ball past the advancing Au "3:':: quickly to
The North Shigo side responded swiftly with Karol

O'Neill npping through the heart of the Bunninadden

defence for a temific point i =T
‘ e Sidles point to leave just the minimum

Coolera were now winning the greater share of

Park on Sunday last,

possession but there was a touch of desperation creeping
into their play. Eventually, John McPartland settled ther
nerves with the equalising point from a free in the 48th
minute

~ Six minutes from bme, Liam Healy got possession
from a McPartlund free and whipped the ball over the bar
in great style to give Coolera the lead.

It 'loglcd as 1if that would be sufficient to clasm the
club’s first utle since 1946 but Bunninadden snatched the
ntle with an incredible “Houdim® act nght at the fimsh

BUNNINADDEN: M Finn, S Roddy. F O'Dowd, S
Gormley, 1 O'Flaberty, K Brett, W Gormley; P Doohan
(1-2), M Gormley, D Gormley (1-0), L Og Gormley, P
Kerms, A Killoran (0-3), F O'Flaherty (0-1), E
Githooley Subs. D Killoran (0-1) for O'Dowd (10 mins),
) Scanlon for S Gormley (26 nmuns), K Kearmns for E

(nlhooley (32 muns), B Gilhooley for A Killoran (58
mins)

COOLERA: A Canty, G Foley, N Carew, S O'Neill; T
Watters, J Joyce, B Doyle: K Quinn (0-1), S Carty, T
McMuhon, K O'Neill (0-3), L Healy (0-1), P Hegarty (0-
1), J McPartland (0-4), K Gilligan (0-1)

REFEREE T. Walsh,
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Richard Brennan, Bunninadden'y joint Manageer, celebrates his side’s historic

victory in the County Championsup Final.
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3 ‘ T L bR N[ g BRE s Gy g Coo]d:a‘ﬁ Gavin Foley holds off the chall .
e g - { : — ,' ¢ Cha
Bunninadden’s Emmet Gilhooley finds his path blocked by Coolera keeper, Aidan  Bunnmadden’s Willie Gormley in the CU"":Ynch‘“Z{

Carty, during the County Championship final at Markievicz Park.
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at Markievicz Park.
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Coolera’s John McPartland in a battle for possession
with Bunnanadden’s Kieran Brett. Picture: Keith Heneghan
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Karol O’Neill adding 0-2.

1 1"”'6? time goal seals sensational win for Bunnanadden

Bunnanadden 2.7
Coolera-Strandhill 0-11
by Liam Maloney -« .

PADRAIG DOOHAN'S injury-

time goal earned Bunnanadden a
sensatlonal Sligo senior champion-
ship title, thelr first since 1891, as
beaten finalists Coolera-Strandhill
were left completely devastated at
Sligo’s Markievicz Park.

The losers — appearing in their
first senior championship decider

since 1946 — were good value for

their one pomt lead (0-11 to I>-7)
thanks to Liam Healy’s point in the
25th minute of the second-half.

In the fourth minute of injury-
time, however, Bunnanadden’s cap-

tain Fergal O’ Flaherty lofted a free

into a crowded goal mouth where
skilful midfielder Doohan got the
vital touch — giving his side a two
points advantage.

Bunnanadden, who lost two key

defenders through injury in the ﬁrst—
half, were inspired by Derek Gorm-
ley’s goal within six minutes of the
re-start. But Gormley’s goal, created

“by No. IT"Liamm Og Gormleys waf P

h1s side’s last score until Doohan’s
dramatic strike almost 20 minutes

later.
For much of the second-half,

Coolera-Strandhill ~ dominated a
game spoiled by wet and blustery
conditions. Defenswel solid, Cool-
era-Strandhill 1mpressed at midfield
through Kieran Quinn, while 19-
year-old  centre-forward  Karol
O’Neill was superb throughout,

scoring three points.
Coolera-Strandhill made a superb

first-half recovery to take a one

oint lead at the interval (0-7 to O-
6). With Fergal O’Flaherty and
Aidan Killoran busy for Bunnanad-
den, slick passing and scores meant
the South Sligo side were deservedly
five points clear (0-6 to 0-1) after 17
minutes. Bunnanadden’s best points
came from Padraig Doohan and
Fergal O’Flaherty, although Liam
Og Gormley was keenly marshalled
throughout by Coolera-Strandhill’s
James Joyce.

Coolera-Strandhill’s first-half re-
vival included three points from the
industrious John McPartland, with

Scorers: Coolera-Strandhilly J. McPart]

4f), K. O'Neill (0-3), K. Gilligan (0-1), Paﬂgg%';
(0-1), K. Quinn (0-1) L. Healy (0-1). ;
Bunnanadden: P. Doohan (1-2), D. Gormley
(1-0), A, Killoran (0-3, 2f, 1 ‘45), F. O°Flaherty
(0-1, 1f), D. Killoran (0-1).
COOLERA~-STRANDHILL: A. Carty: G. Foley, N.
Carew, J. Joyce; T. Watters, B. Doyle, S. ONem
(c); K. Quinn, T. McMahon; K. O’Neill, J.

McPartland, L. Healy; P. Hegarty, S. Carty, K.

Gilligan.
BUNNANADDEN: M. Finn; S. Roddy, F. O’Dowd,
S. Gormley; J. O'Flaherty, K. Brett, W. Gormley;
P. Doohan, M. Gormley; D. Gormley, L. Og
Gormley, P. Kerins; A. Killoran, F. OFlahery (c),
E. Githooley. Subs: D. Killoran for F. O'Dowd
(injured); J. Scanlon for S. Gormley (injured); K.
Kearins for E. Gilhooley; B. Gilhooley for A.
Killoran (injured).

Referee: T. Walsh (St. Michael’s).



Nothing stirs the real. GAA
diehard like the county
championships at home. And
this year, there has been a
few extraordinary tales, as
Eamonn Sweeney reports

THE perfect hitinus test to separate the dyed 1n
the wool GAA supporter from the fair-weather
equivalent 1s to discover their atutude to club
football and hurling

The sunshine supporter won't give a tuppenny
damn about any match that takes place in front
of less than 30,000 people. On the other hand,
the Real McCoy will scan the Examuner on a
Monday moming, wornied about the progress of
Toomevara in the Tipp hurling championship,
astounded by the defeat of Clane 1n the Kildare
football competiion and fully aware of the ramn-
ficaions of Abbeylara’s win 1n this year’s Long-
ford football final.

Inter-county championship matches aremnow
advertised wath all the palaver which used to at-
tend the selling of stereo systems and soft drinks
But, when it comes to the real spint of the Asso-
ciation, the club championship 1s very much the
real thing

Every club championship match in the coun-
try, from the Galway hurling final nght down to
the first round of the lowest rung of the Leitnm
jumor football competition, can be seen as part
of one huge narmauve, a tale which every year
mvolves every comer of the country. The mag-
mficent tapestry which tluminates Irish sport hke
nothing cf:-.

For an example of the sublime contrasts of the
club championship, look at Cork. Nemo
Rangers won the senior football title this year,
the aty boys from Tumers Cross continuing a
traditon which has seen them wan an unnvali{cd
saix All-Ireland tides. But was their joy an
gcatcr than that of the tny Muintir Bhaire clug

om Durrus, deep in the heart of West Cork,
who won their first divisional Junior B title since
1947. Almost certainly not.

Perhaps 1t's a sign of these Tiger mes that
little attention 1s paid to claims that the new
football championship structure would have a
deletenious cﬁ{-)ct on club teams. These days the
big boys rule and the dewvil take the hindmost.
Which 1s a pity because nothing stirs the blood
like the fortunes of your own local team.

In the words of Newtownshandrum star Ge
O’Connor, “Winning an All-Ireland medal wi
your county 1s a tremendous honour but there 1s
no greater feeling than winning a county with
your club.”

His club’s first-ever victory in the Cork semor

hurling championship was a prime example of

Karol O'Neill, Coolera tries to escape Bunninadden’s Derek Gormley in the Sligo SFC final.

the kind of outcome which makes club competi-
tion so special, a moment when a club defy both
history and clairvoyance to win the ultimate
honour in their county. Kilbnde, Roscommon
senior football winners for the first time since
1912, pulled off the same trick. As did Abbey-
Jara, taking their first ever Longford football utle.
But, for my biased mor:,?, no success story 1s as
heart-warming as that of Bunninadden.
Bunninadden 1s :llu very small l:l;antjsuhg}:nlfSligo
which you mught vcﬁasedn if you
were terclling from ... Actually, it’s not really
on the main drag from anywhere. But if you
were going the eight miles from Gurteen to
Tubbercurry and turned off to your nght at
about half-way, you’d come across the village.
My home town of Gurteen has a population of
around 300. It perhaps says something about the
size of Bunninadden that the people of Gurteen
used to regard themselves as vcn'uglc cosmopoli-

tan sophisticates compared to their near neigh-
bours. We have, after all, five times a greater pick
than them. When | was young, Bunninadden
went through a spell of being unable to field un-

der-age teams and were forced to amalgamate
with the nearby town of Ballymote. .
For years they were one of the eternal Junior

teams. Four years ago they made Senior for the
first ime in living memory. It was regarded as a
fine achievement for a club of their itzc £
Imagine everyone’s surpnise when  they
reached this year’s county semi-final where they
were up against St Mary’s. Mary’s are a Shgo
town side who not too long ago had sole pick of
the town’s 20,000 inhabitants. .

They don’t have that anymore but their catch-
ment area would still include roughly 30 times as
many souls as that of their semi-final opponents.

The obvious happened. Bunninadden won by
a point the minnows were in their first final since
1891. The parish went bananas with excitement.

Everyone congratulated them butno-one gave
them a chance against Coolera in the final.

With the game deep into injury-time and
Bunninadden a point down ... we'll let Padraig
Doohan take over from here on 1n.

“We knew time was nearly up and we got a
free 40 yards out. Fergal O’Flaherty took it and I

DdighthmMnad&nphyeneelebmteatﬂ\eﬂndwhisﬂthwingmdrﬁdoqwerCmm

ran in in case 1t dropped short. The 1e saved
;hc ch and the ba]f, came out from him, I W‘:‘lt
m“\mt.h the fist and it went in the net.

“The goalie kicked the ball out, one of our
midfielders caught it and the referee blew the
final whistle. They were sick and I could under-
stand it, 1t was an awful way to lose. But it was a
grcst v;';y to win.”

oohan is probably Bunninadden’
player. He, and O’Flah); . playr:i o;n:n Rils-t
Ireland Colleges B foot winning team with
?::rad; Al}b.eym 1992. But he didn’t think he’d
S0 ¢ claimung big honours with his home

“We got used to goin‘

; g to county finals and
watching them, ’
pla'[)_'linggn e, you never thought you'd be

1€ victory was founded on hard '
team had been tramning since M:rrch,wg:l\(r;el}llle
82331 :il g}\:&ci:tasmfar as tongfoxl'fl, “Training undc%
¢ rugby pitch, it "
mcctc;iarlaycrs working inpDubli:a }‘:’:l‘sf-\%r:; r oo
manager was a man not u .
cess, James Keanns, brother of trllllclselggt:nzil;g

Mickey from Dromard in the West of the
county and a member of Sligo’s 1975 Connacht
title wmmncét&m. [ronically, he took over from
)[?;hn ﬁnh:l ::ibe \gll)lofmamged Coolera in this
s and is st dly regard 1s for-
ik ondly ed by his for
Doohan thinks he’s fortunate to have tasted
success so carly, commenting, “I’m only with the
lt;ag: ;rl:;’xir;d egght years, there’s players who’ve
g hive or six years longer than
nCaTl’lllY 10 y:hmhsl?mc of t.{xcm.” s a3
. +hey are the likes of Francie O’Dowd, inspira-
tional full-back and team veteran who m
lifies the s:fmt which carnies the Bunninaddens of
thg world to unlikely glory.
: I'm playing since 16 years ago when [ was 17.
hc:m remember us playing in the intermediate
c .:ldrlnpxonshlp n 1992, it'’s not that long ago,
\I\)n h13 men. Fergal O’Flaherty and Padraig
woo an were playing and they were only 16.
thc came bottom of the Intermediate League
at year. It was a long way back from that.
Then Louis Wynne took over the team and
put us on the ngzt road, he deserves a lot of

Picture: Keith Heneghan

cr%dxlt‘._ Lou(x;sb :r.;:li Pal:hcs Scanlon and Pat Hunt
and Liam ey, were all good ers
who played for 15 :m;y 20 years with thihglub
and won nothing. I su
luco Dom::l even if took a long ome.”
owd captures perfec e effect a coun

ﬁl?l can have on a Etcmll rdtz'nl community. i

Old players with the club came back from
America and England, they came from every-
where. There was people who hadn’t been back
in Bunninadden for years at the game. The at-
mosphere when we won was great.”

He'’s also fully aware of the magnitude of the
team’s performance, pomting out that there’s
only 270 houses in the parish and that they had
to bring on a 16-year-old, Kenneth Kearins, in
the final. But this success hasn’t tumed the heads
of the players from the small club. O'Dowd is
rcffcshmgly honest about their success.

We have no great players, we're all average
all about the same but we work hard. I think S\é
only difference this year was that we had a slice

of luck. You won’t win ¢ fi
have luck on your sidc."oumy e

se I'm just one of the



BUNNINADDEN

WORDS fail to describe our
famous victory in the county
final on Sunday last when we
had a 2-7 to 0-11 victory over
Coolera. This was an exciting

and closely fought contest
between two sporting teams.

Bunninadden got off to a
flying start, racing into a five
point lead, we then lost
Francie Dowd through injury,
and soon afterwards Shane
Gormley who had moved into
the  full-back position.
Coolera came back strongly
to lead by a point at half-time
on the score of 0-7 to 0-6.

We faced the wind in the
second-half and it was a ding
dong struggle with Coolera
leading by a point going into
injury time. Bunninadden
were awarded a free which
was taken by  Fergal
O'Flaherty, the ball landed In
around the goalmouth and
Padraic Doohan alert as ever
got his fist to it and the rest 1s
history. The final score was
2-7 to O-11.

This is a historic victory
and just reward for hardwork
and dedication especially
especially every member of
the senior panel management
and team James Kearns,
Richard Brennan, John
Spellman, and all the people
who worked so hard behind
the scenes. We would also
' like to remember all the past
' officers and players who
helped bring this famous
victory about, too many
names to mention, but it more
than likely started with the
development of the
community park many thanks
to all. We would like to
commiserate with Coolera but
their day will surely come.

We would also like to thank
thank Gallagher Motors,
Richard Brennan, Tony Perry
our main sponsors without
their generous support this
would not be possible also all
the people who sponsored
adverts through the club in
the official match
programme, and we apologise
to Christy Davey because his
advert did not appear to to a
mistake in the printers.



The agony and the e

THE agony and the
ecstasy of sport was
never more in evidence
than in Markievicz Park
on Sunday last when
Bunninadden won their
first senior title since

1891. I doubt if any
final in the last one
hundred and nine years
had ever such a
dramatic finish as last
Sunday’s  entertaining
decider.

“Sport can be very cruel”,
a tearful Coolera supporter
satd moments after he had
scen his favourites stunned
by a late Padraig Doohan
goal decp i injury time.
Over four minutes into injury
tme and Coolera were
hanging on desperately to a
one point lead.

Bunninadden
awarded a frce on the 45
metre hine Fergal
O'Flaherty hned up to take
the kick It was always going
to be a pressure kick  He
needed a pomnt to snmatch a
dramatic late draw
Anvthing less and Coolera
were champions. | was
alrcady thinking of the
format of the programme for
the replay

were

He floated the  ball
crossbar  high  into  the
goalmouth Few had

anticipated the drama that
was about to unfold. Coolera
goalkeeper, Aidan Carty got
his hands to the ball He was
right to attempt to block 1t
On a blustery day the wind
can play tricks with the ball
[ believe it could have gone
strarght to the net had he not
attempted to block 1t. The
ball rcbounded from his
hands Padraig Doohan was
in hke a flash to fist the
rebound into the net.

There was a moment of
stunnced silence. The silence

of disbehef Then the
success starved and ever
loy al Bunninadden

supporters crupted )
dehrious joy.  The players
hugged cach other in

celebrating a famous victory.
The Coolera players stood in
numb disbehef They almost
had their hands onthe Owen
B Hunt Cup only to sce it
cruclly snatched from their
grasp in the most dramatic
fashion imagmable.  Tears
flowed freely. There were

Bunnimadden tears too but
they were  tears  of
indescnibable joy.  That s
sportl

There 1s no doubt it was
Bunninadden's day.  Therr
name was on the Owen B.
Hunt Cup from carly in the
ycar. They overcame
adversity  on Sunday to
snatch a famous victory.

What team could afford to
lose two Key players in their
full back hne and recover to
win the game” Full back
Francis O'Dowd pulled up
after only seven minutes
with damaged knee
hgaments  Left corner back
Shane Gormley moved into
the centre.

Seventeen minutes later he
oo was to taste misfortune.
He fell awkwardly as he
tackled John McPartland out
near the sidelhine and

dislocated his  shoulder.
After a good start 1in which
they went into a 0-6 to 0-1
lcad after sixteen minutes
mamly due to the accuracy
of Aidan Killoran and Fergal
O’Flaherty  from  frees,
Bunnimadden seemed to lose
their way and Coolera took
over. Six unanswered points
between then and the half
time whistle saw the
Knocknarea men go in at
half time a point ahead. The
strong wind was to favour
them 1n the second half.

The general opinion in the
press box at the interval was
that 1t would be Coolera’s
day. As a lone voice, [ said
that | wouldn’t bet on 1t. |
refused to write off
Bunninadden. All through

the championship they have
shown great fighting spirit in
the second half. The more
the odds were stacked
against them the better they
played. The odds were
certainly  stacked agamst
them at half time on Sunday.

Within a minute the south
Shgo men were level when
Padraig Doohan pointed
from play. Kieran Quinn,
who was having a great
game at midfield, brought off
a great block and scored a
splendid point two minutes
later.

Coolera were back on top.
Then in the fifth minute a
Bunninadden free caught the
Coolera full back hine out of
position and Derek Gormley
was on hand to fist the ball
low to the Coolera net.
Amazingly, that was to be
Bunninadden’s last score
until the dramatic late goal
four minutes into injury time.
The winners were two points

ahead, 1-7 to 0-8 after
Gormley’s goal and Karol

O’'Neill narrowed the gap
with a great pomnt as he cut
from the left wing.

Coolera took over at the
end of the third quarter but
their outfield dominance
wasn't reflected on the
scorecboard. Four good
scoring  chances  went
abegging  before  John
McPartland equalised with a
point from a free in the
eighteenth minute

Further Coolera pressure
was fruitless until Liam
Healy popped over a point
from play in the twenty fifth
minute. I would venture to
suggest that it was really n
that barren ten minute period
in the middle of the second
half that Coolera lost this
final, more so than the
concession of the late goal.

You have to be able to put
a team away when you have
them on the canvas. Coolera
will rue the fact that they
didn’t reflect their

dominance on the scoreboard

€St

i that ten minute spell
Bunninadden too missed
good scoring chances as
Coolera held on to that
slender point lead. Then
came the Fergal O'Flaherty
free and the rest 1s history.
Shortly before that late free,
Fergal’s brother John came
rasding from the right wing
and s effort for a point just
tailed wide.

Ironically, had that ball
gone over the bar the game
might have ended in a draw.
Such 1s sport.

It was a great day for
Bunninadden and their loyal
supporters. One of the first
men | met after the final
whistle was club chairman.
Chnistopher Marren.  He
must be the happiest man in
Ireland.  There 1s a great
structure 1n the Bunninadden
club and 1t is mainly due to
the leadership of dedicated

club officials hke
Christopher.  Club PRO,
Wilfred Brennan was
dehighted, his  brother

Richard and James Kerins
secemed to be stull in a state
of shocked disbelief by the
time | met them,

Liam Gormley  and
Brendan were thrilled. Five
Gormleys were part of the
victory. Tony Perry  was
absolutely delighted. I
watched Pat Hunt in the
stand during the game and he
never gave up exhorting his
team from start to fimsh.
How he would have loved to
be out there in the thick of
the action!

For the many loyal
supporters 1t was a dream
come true. That victory will
work wonders for the game

in the parish
again
G.A.A. means to a relatively

Sunday once
showed what the

small rural  parish,
Congratulations to  all
concerned in - Bunnmadden.
Few will grudge them therr
victory after waiting for it
since 1891. They will savour
this victory for many a day. |
hope they do well in the
Connacht club
championship.

Spare a thought
Coolera / Strandhill! After
the game Bunninadden
supporters sportingly felt
sorry for them in the way
victory was snatched from
them. There was a great
buzz of excitement around
Knocknarea and Strandhill
over the past three weeks.
Red and white flags were
flowing everywhere, even
from the top of Maeve's
Cairn on Knocknarea

I wvisited the Coolera
dressing room after the
game. The silence told its
own story. | went out again
without a word. Words
would only rub salt into the
wound. | was honoured to
be invited to the team’'s
function in Coolera House
on Sunday night The
players and officials tried to
put a brave face on the defeat
but the hurt was still very
real.

No doubt their day will
come. Thisis a very young
team. They have
outstanding young players in
Karol O’Neill, surely a star
of the future, Tony Watters,
Barry Doyle, Kieran Quinn,
Karl Gilligan, Stephen
Carty, Paul Hegarty. They
also have some rising young

for

They Sow know
are. good enough
the best, - .
team  managers
McCabe, John Mcp
andl lt\)dlchacl Harte
surely bear fruit in the
near future, They are mv%r‘y
mimor  "A’ final and w:thg
good under age Structure e
future looks very bright. L

It was one of ¢
county finals in ycﬁfs -
rained heavily n Sligo 1
Sunday moring  apg
although 1t eased during he
game the pitch was greas
Both teams served up soﬁ.yc

great  football p the
conditions. Referee

Thomas Walsh kept g light
reign on the game which
ensured that it was played in
a sporting manner 4|

through. It was tough by
far. }

Sadly, the final was robbed
of a sense of occasion by the
absence of a band and ;
parade before the game. The
booked band pulled out on
Thursday night and the
replacement band withdrew
late on Saturday night. The
inclement weather
conditions meant that the
traditional Insh  dancing
planned for the break
between the two finals by
Seamus McCormack
couldn’t go ahead. However,
| am sure that won't worry
the supporters of
Bunninadden who had therr
most memorable day ever in
Markievicz Park.

sy ©O

UNIOR FINAL: 7

The junior final played af‘o‘:
Urtain raiser to !t c‘.scntl) s
ime was a very C"‘JOW:“‘r
ime of football. Liket (i\e
ighbours Coolera N t ;
nior final, Ballisodare mu:t
lee] very dlsappomtcdhé

sing a game that : y
boked like winning for long
Rnods.

A Paul Newton ﬁxc
Tnutes  from ‘
bllowed by a point by lt?f.
yme player two miit 5
iter edged St. Mary s
lont for the first ime sSMEC
e sixth minute of the gamc.
ballisodare were leading by
9 to 1-6 and looked sct Vto:
nctory when the towering
(il f’orwardf hStrUd:e his
RCO oal of the game.

It \r:/czlxsga splendid goal fron.1
ifleen yards out, thc best
eogl of the day. Many would
irgis that he had fouled the
L™ back before he got
rossession, but he took full
Wvantage of the situation
4l buried the ball n the
back of the net. [t was a
kiNer blow for a very game
Ballisodare side who playcd
some great football over the
hour.

The losers will rue somce
very costly misses in the first
half when assisted by a stiff
sreeze. It took them until the
anth minute to open the
scoring with a John Conlon
free after they had mussed
four good scoring chances.
They were 0-3 to 0-1 ahead
when Paul Newton sent a
speculative lob nto the
goalmouth and it deceived

oal four
end

~Alan Jackson and went over

his head into the net.

That score was a killer
blow for Ballisodare because
it cancelled out all their good
work.  They did add four
more poimnts before the
interval to go n leading by 0-
7 to 1-1 but 1t should have
been a lot more.

St. Mary's played more
direct football in the second
half and used the long ball to

Paul Newton to
yod effect. Yet Balhso@ure;'
g‘(.mcd to have done jhl:;n
SCC | ju
aboul enough 1O wn: f:rhig
the full forward struc .

had some

footballers 1N
at midfield;

captain, Martin

D, annon at left

. l o Pdll‘ }{dn

Bradic: Kildare man, thg
% Anthony

sknllt’ulf
g ard,
half forwad the
Fallon, Thomas Doongcr and

justin Corrigan. ()n Iu:;Lr
ovidence of this display tl;_
day n the sun cannot be far

awady. )
gf. Mary's had more
pe : ors and 1t

.xperienced playe :
‘t';l':itm the end. John hcni
<howed that he can still aco‘n.
a pomt while llubc.r.t
Gilvarry, Tommy Brehsn_\'.
Vvichael Bree and Paul
Newton were a constant
threat to Balhisodare

rHE PROGRAMME:

It 1s incvitable that n a
sixty four page programme
there will  be mistakes
Sadly, two adverts. werc
nadvertently omitted from
last Sunday’s programme.
The half page ad of
Christopher Davey, Painter
& Decorator, Chaffpool,
Shgo in which he extended
good  wishes 10 the
Bunninadden  team  was

omtted.
| want to extend my

sincerest and  humblest
apologies to Christopher and
he can be assured that there
will be efforts to make 1t up
to him in programmes durnng
the forthcoming National
League. Also, Bran
Devaney’s ad. for L.M.S.
O1l. Fimisklin, i which he
wished the best of luck to

both teams was
unfortunately left out.
Ironically both  Wilfred
Brennan and Tony
McLoughlin  had  very

carefully presented all the
ads with the details clearly

F sSP

shown.
always be a
printers have | :
convey their apologies to a
who
because of the omissions

ort |

The gremlins will
factor and the

asked me to

disappointed

were

STEPHEN TEMPANY,
R.LP.: :
The whole county was
shocked and stunned when
the news of the tragic death
of Stephen Tempany n a
road traffic acaident filtered
through from parish to parish
on Monday week. Stephen
was a true GAA., man, a
loyal St. Farnan’s player and
supporter. 1 actuzally playea
on the same hurhing team as
him with Craobh Rua when

we won the senior
championship and Molloy
Cup in 1979,

| must hasten to add that
Stephen was much younger
than | am

He played his furst semor
championship game for St.
Farnan's 1 1973 and only a
few weeks ago he Iimed out at
full back on the jumor rcam.
During his carcer he played
hurling for Easkcy and later
Craobh Rua. He refereed the
recent U-16 *A” county final
between St. John's and
Coolera / Strandhiil n
Markievicz Park.

| was privileged to attend

the St. Farnan’s function 1n
1997 when then G.AA.
President, Joe McDonagh
presented him  with the
Clubman of the Year Award.

Stephen’s tragic death puts
everything else into
perspective. | regret that |
was unable to attend his
funeral because | had a
funeral in my own pansh. |
would like to extend deepest
sympathies to Stephen’s
wife, Joan; daughters, Kelley
and Stephanie; and son,
Declan. Sympathies also to
his parents, Stephen and
Nancy; sister, Anne; and
brothers, Nicholas and
Martin. May he rest in peace.

—



The Killoran brothers, John, David and Aidan at the Bunninadden GAA club’s

’,

dinner dance
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James McDonagh and Richard Brennan.

pictured at the Bunnina




Michael Finn, Bunninadden player of the year, Peter Gallagher receives a special presentation at the Padraig Doohan receives his county senior champi-

receiving his award from Kerry midfielder, Donal annual dinner dance of Bunninadden GAA Club. onship medal from Kerry’s Donal Daly at the
Daly, at the club’s annual dinner dance.

Bunninadden’s annual dinner dance.
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Mark Gormley receives his County champiohship Bunninadden Captai ’ : Bret!
. ; ptain, Fergal O’Flaherty, receives ' Mi resents Kieran
medal from Kerry midfielder, Donal Daly, at the his senior championship medal from KerrS' midfield- :Siet';lr) hl?ilgﬁeldignl?g?al ?hax:{;lgionship medal
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dance er, Donal Daly, at the club’s annual dinner dance. Runninadden’e annnal dinner dance.
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tumover, when backed

| which appeared  to
\ crossed the hine but was not  (K;lmacowen),

| STRA

' A group of former Coolern players who were stars of the team In the 1940’s. Included are Val Harte, Padraig

'Curran, Mickey Begley, Bobby Milne, Brendan Carty and Mixer Carty.

Coole

{TS OVER s hundred yesrs
since Coolera, playing as
Strandhill, and Bunninedden
met in & County Final. The
year was 1891, a date that has
come down to history a3 the
gclar of the famous North
1g0

vigorously contested between
the Pamellites and the Anti-
Pamellites.

Pamell the
"Uncrowned King”,
campaigned in the
constrtuency in the Spring of
that year, visiting Coney
Ist and Strandhill and
staying ovemnight as the guest
of the Cockranes of Gien

Lodge.
Despite  the  counter-

‘attraction of the election
.»cavn;‘nign and the then
linvolvement of the GAA in
the politics of the day, the
‘county championship got
'underway 1n February, with
,eigmm teams competm%.

i Playing m Group Two,
Strandhill Young Irelanders
recorded " victories over
Geevagh, IHighwood and
‘Riverstown and as champions
of North Sligo advanced to
meet  the  Bunninadden
,Emmets, winners in North

i

1 county final of 1891
was played in Collooncy on
‘May 3rd, with Jemca
iFlanagan of Ballymote as
T *

himaself,

s
8
better known as Qmm

{field, . with® the -Strandhill

supporiers * outnumbening
their opponents by more than
ten to one.

and hcavier
. team", trailed by two points at
half-time. y « show

form on the
the

wind, and soon lcvellg the

- ¥ scores.
' This was followed up by 3

‘well directed shot for a goal
have

aliowed by the referce. This

Bunninadden then grasped
the initiative and scored three
,quick points to put them well
a_lcnrnmcﬁnal whistle 0-5 to
2.
. The first tcam from the
‘parish to contest 3 county
ifinal lined out as follows:
tEddic  Kilfeather (capt.).
+Thos. Mannion, John Huni
‘Jenny Hunt, Owen Carty, Pat
‘Devaney, Michael Mannion,
yDenis  Mannion. Thomas
‘Gillen, Panick Kilfeather,
m Mb’mﬂ‘n‘ bhn Clﬂ)’.
William Harte, John Foley,
. Thomas , Comelius

Thomas Devancy.
McHugh. Subs., Michacl

Bree, Henry Ward, James

Cawley, Thomas Kelly.
.UI:‘lcziNs‘. Jas, N(cGlom.
Bernard Kelly.

- The first GAA club im
Coolera was known as
Knocknarea, then Strandhill,

insula,
SFC

for the

of 1907

divided into three divisions.

Coolera 'were in the North |
vision and qualificd to
pect Teeling in the divisional
final. It was played at
Dromard and the knarea
men continued on thewr
uccessful, winning by 0-3 10

S -, Sty
AN Ry ‘,“0?” §-

>

I' "". g “.

The Cooleramen descnibed
I as "the bigger

and finally (ip 1907) Coolera, «
4 or Cuil lrra, the ancien! name

strandhlil/Coolera
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A series of objections and
counter-objections involving
QGurteen and Killavil in the
South Division delayed the
1907 Final untl November
30¢h 1908. |
fmmense  crowd
assecmbled in  Coleman's
Field, Dromard, for the first
ever meeting of Coolera and
Easkey The travelled from
both parishes in great
numbers, some on foot, others
on horseback but the majonity
by brake or long car

When the game eventually
got under way after a late
start, the Knocknarca men
opencd briskly and Andy

iifeather, one of the stars of
the game. sent over an carly
point. Easkey gradually came
more into tlie game and led by
0-2 to 0-1 at half-time,

Coolera drew level shartly
after. the resumption but it
was not until a few minutes
from the end, as the shades of
the night were falling fast,
that Pat Carty, the captsin of
the side. gl through for the
only goal of the game which
proved to be the winning
score. ;

Scenes of great excitement

the final whistle. "The
cheers of the victorious tcam
and that of their supporters
must have been heard on top
of Knocknarea®, commented

the "Shgo Champion”
t, who then went
on W describe the game as

*one of the“best contested
~matches .. cver ..scen. N
Tircragh®.

Coolera. F.C. {Champions
1907/1908): Pat  Carty
(Breeogue) (Captr), Paddy
Harte, (Brecogue), Andy
Kilfeather, (Sligo), Paddy
Hunt, (Brecogue). Jim
Mannion, (Carrowkeel),
Frank McLynn, (Shgo), John
Devoney, (Kilmacowen),
Mick weeney,
(Cartronbree), Paddy Gilgan,
(Strecamstown), Luke White,
(Streamstown), John Conway,
(Streamstown), John Conway,
Patrick

Keighron, (Beanfield), Eddie

» incident proved to be the (jorevan, (Camrowmore), John
( lumning point of the game. Nevin, (Tobemmaveen). Subs.,

Jimmy Gilmor, Pat Roddy, T
Nevin, P Keville.

1908 could be described as
a vinlage year for Coolera
football, winning both the
senior and minar
championships, a feat not
equalled since. The final of
the © mnor compettion
brought Keash und Coolera
inic o;zposmon for the first
tume. Coolera captured the
title by 1-3 0 0-2. .

Adecade later, in 1916, the
club won its first junior
championship,  defcating
Tubbercurry 1-3 1o 1-2 in the
final. Playing in the senior
grade the following year they
won out in North Shigo and
%unliﬁed tor the final aganst
ubbercurry

Due 1o injuries Coolera
looked for u postponement

which was refused, and
faling to field on the
appointed day, Tubbercurry
were declared champions.
The club was ised m
1931, won the minor ttle for
a second ume the following
year made a retum (o senior
ranks i 1935 with the

nucleus of a mlented bunch of

players who  moulded
themselves into one of the
leading teams in the county
and won a number of league

titles, and played mn three
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county finals. In 1937 they
reached the championship
semi-final only to lose 10
Demroon.

The following year they
went one botter and qualified
to meet Tubbercurry n the
final The game which was
glaycd at Collooney on

eptember 18th, was
described a3 "one of the best
games of the decade® and the
“Champton™ report  was
headed: "Coolera Jose titanic
struggle”. Unly a single point
scparated the sides at the final
whistle, 0-8 to 1-4, Our
outstanding players were Ted
Watters  (goal), Stephen
Scanlon, Josie Scanlon, Bob
Milnc and centre-fielders,
Christie Curran and Mick
Watlers

The club reached the
county final of 1936, the first
for twenty years, in which
they werc pitied ogainst

Tubbercurry  Afler a rousing
struggle we lost by a pant
margmn, 14 10 04. The team
lined out as follows: T
Watters, S. Scanlon, F
Scanlon, C Martyn, J.
Scanlon, B. Milne, J. Feely,
M. Watters, C Curman, M
Kilduff, P. Nelson, P Laffey,
M. Sweency, R. Feeney,
Bambnick.

1939 marked the
commencement of new senior
league competition and from
the opening round Coolera set
a lively pace and qualified for
another meeting ' with the
reigning county champions,
Tubbercurry After: another
closely fought game the
Knocknarca men scored a
notable 1-3 to 1-] victory and
became the first holders of the
new competition. In the
weeks that followed the
championship got under way
and all eyes were on the
"double®.

The final brought Coolera
and  Tubbercumry  info
opposition once again and
drew a record crowd to
Collooney. In its preview of
the game the "Champion”

that we "had wielded
together a  team of
exceptional, merit  that
o capuble of winning
the coveted crown”
However, on the day the
champions of South Shgo
were the superior swle and
won comfortably by 2-7 1o
0-5. The team linc-out was as
follows:

J. Scanlon, C. Martyn, S,
Scanlon, H. Nelson, M
Waiters, B. Milne, C. Curran,
T. Watters, P Carty, M Carty,
P Laffey, P. Necison, J
Conway, G. Ward, J Feely

The 40's opened bnghtly
with further lcague successes
in 1940 and 1942 The league
final of 1946 brought Coolera
and  Tubbercurry nto
opposition in a decider for the
first ime since 1939

The game at Ballymote
ended in o draw at 0-3 all. The
replay in, Collooncy was

another closely fought affair

r's proud tradition

with Tubbercurry lcadmﬁ'b?'
anc point, 1-0 to 0-4 at half-
time. The Sowth Sligo side
went another point abesd on
the resumption but Coolera
fought gamely and teén
minutes from tme came the
decisive score, a great goal by
"Mixer™ Carty which put his
tcam on the road to a
convincing 3-3 to 1-4 success

and their third league success
of the Forties.
The Senior  Football

Championship of 1946 was
delayed owing to the late
harvesting operations. When
it eventually got under way in
November, Coolera repeated
their carlicr lcague success
over Easkey and then took on
reigring county champions,
Skreen, at Collooney

In keeping with previous
meetings between the sides
this developed into @

rkling game of fast and
clascly contested exchanges.
A first-half goal by Lambert
gave Coolera a tonic start and
s lead they never
relinquished, winning by 1-2
to 0-4. And so to another
miecting with Tubbercurry at

Collooney on December 8th.

More so than on an
occasion in the past, cm
supporters were confident
that this was to be their year
and that the championship
crown would follow the
league success (o ;the

The game lived up tp the
En-match expectations of the

ig crowd that converged on
Quigley’s field that December
afternoon. Descnbed as one
“one of the best finals ever
played in the county®,
Coolera. "a strong and very
evenly balanced side® had the
better of the ' opening
exchanges but a very resolute
Tubbcrw . defence,
spearhe Mulholland,
only allowed Coglera a oue-
point lead, 0-2 10/0-1, at half-
tme. Aided, by a
strengthening brecze in the
sccond-half,  Tubbercurry

ressed almost continuously
ut without Jesults until
defensive slips late in the
game allowed Breanan
through for two goals in quick
succession, | scores  that
decided the destination of the
title for another year. The
final score was 2-3 to 0-3

Best for.Coolera on a day
that promjsed so much, bul
ended in yet another
disappointment were John
Feely, Pes Collier, John
McCarthy, Frank Connolly,
Mick Begley, Gerry Harte,
Padraig Curran,

Coolera SFEC.  .v-
Tubbercurry (1946). Bill
Monaghan, Ted Watters,
Stephen  Scanlon, Gerry
Harre, Mick Begley, John
McCarthy, Val Harte, Frank
Caopnolly, John Feely, Mannix
Cawley, Des Collier, Padruic
Curran, Walter Lamben,
Fonsi Harte, M. Timmons.

Coolera House

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 30 2000
COUNTY FINAL SPECIAL

UP FOR THE MATCH|

the Coolera/Strandhill
team

The best of Luck

Sumday Night: 0] Ceol agus braic”

_coolera take t

on

‘
/
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LIKE THEIR opponents In Sunday’s
cnptlvntiﬁg senlor final, Coolera have
emerged from a prolonged barren spell
to take centre stage in Sligo football.

In the forty-six years which have
passed sitice one of the oldest clubs in
the county last appeared In a scalor
Championship final, there have been

many falsc dawns
drecams.

Now, with the coveted breakthrough
beckoning, Coolera will carry the hopes
and ambitions of generations of GAA
followers in Knocknarea and Strandhill
with them as they face Bunninadden in
what promises to be a passionate final

on Sunday.

Separating the disappointments of the
past from the aspirations of the preseat
problem both
Bunninadden have had to contend with
in the build-up to the decider but both
clubs are confident they’ve managed to
keepitheir players focussed on the job in

Focussed

hand.

“As a group, we ha

thé historical connections with this final
manager,

at all”, Coolera
McCabe points out.

“What happened in the semi-finals of
this year’s Championship hasn’t any
real relevance to the final so why should
something that happened fifty or even a
‘hundred years ago matter. All we are

concentrating on Is t

players are only focussed on Sunday’s

final”

McCabe has been through it all before
and’ previous ‘managerial experience
wily St. Mary’s and Bunninadden give

him % vital Insight into

to succeed in Sligo football.

He spent over three ycars in two
separate stints with Bunninadden and
there arc many who believe his efficient,

uncompromising style

set in place the foundations for the
club’s current success. McCabe is happy

to let others be the jud

the South Sligo club but he retains fond
memories of his time there.
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Pressure

“I'm glad to say that | ap on
terms with a lot of peopie invol -
Bunninadden club, l,eajoy.dm '
with them and I’ve been 1o 4 vihe
matches since I left. If it wayq
they were playing in Slllday’; fin .m
would be cheering for them b 1 Coolers
he points out. ¢ line, 2 good

Ironically, Coolera’s path 1, ¢ :
began against Bunninadden jq Ay
The South Sligo club already hdm"
game under their beles o
Coolera’s first outing.
“Evean though it was our firy
there was a lot of pressure op g5 b.':,.'
B lllefeat would have left us in dang,:‘:,
going out of the Championship”
McCabe. ey

“We didn’t play particularly in the
first half but we improved a lot after the
break and scored five points Withoy
reply in the closing stages which
a three point victory. Over the hour, iy,
game could have gone any way. The,
was little between the teams, Ey,
through we came out on top, | dop,
think you could read too much into the
result as far as the final is concerneg®
the Coolera manager adds. '

Victory over Castleconnor carned
Coolera a quarter-final showdown wigp
reigning Champions, Tourlestrage,
Most neutrals assumed another Coolers
Championship run was about to come 1
an end but the North Sligo outfit hag
different ideas.

Best football

“We were quite confident going into
the game and we played our best
football of the year against
Tourlestrane. We were very focussed on
the day and we played to our true
potential. That victory convinced us that
we were good enough to compete with
any team in the county”, explains
McCabe,

In the semi-final, Coolera once again
started as underdogs but eventually got
the better of Eastern Harps in a low-
scoring replay. Over the two semi-finals,
Coolera shot twenty-five wides but that
is mot a statistic that unduly worries
McCabe.

and shattered

according fo M

but j was ¢

with several
make the starf
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. “It’s

Coolera and on and off the

Ever, y is pu
that b
Now the mom

ven't considered

Declan

statistics.

he present. The
clubs will have
outcome.

what is required

of management

hopefully
ge of his reign at

manager.
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toile work
Be luﬂgo«: the team and 8 Strong

players unlucky e
ing fiftcen oD any

wou could say we 3
um heroes”,

8¢ wy 4t the club is tremen

Michael Hartc 2
senlor are a ter
dealing with the players an

¢ tive are extreme
— tting in the effort and

”
helped us to come SO far”.
¥ ent of truth has arrived.

nd
rific help to m

Three times already :
have played Bunninadden and they

kaven’t lost, winning twice and drawing

on the other occaslon.
suggests a Coolera victory. McCabe

prefers to deal in reality rather than

“Sunday’s final
results of recent

Cthk’ an

0
given

re

says the Coolera

a team ecffort and

Ige their p.l'ts
~hadv Is prepared to play
everybody pne[:d. The backroo

m team

dous. People like
John McPartiand
e in
d the club’s
ly hard working.

this year, Coolera

The form book

Is there to be won and
matches betwecn the
little bearing on the

“Bath clubs will go into the match
believing that they can win it and it
\ appear to be wide open.

oup part. we have to stay focussed and
to concentrate on the job in hand. If
we da that and play to our full potential
over the hour, we have the ability to win.
“Our players have worked extremely
hard all year and now it is down to the
wire. 1 anticipate a very tight match and
ully we’ll come out on top at the
cnd of what should be a great occasion
for Sligo football”, says the Coolera

For

Inspirational cuptain

thrives on challengying role

COOLERA captain, Shane
O'Neill, could complete an
unusual double if hus side beat
Bunninadden in the final of
the Shgo senior football
championship on Sunday
next. e

Two years ago, the twenty-
three years Shigo IT student
won a Junior C ionship
utle with Boston Blues in
Amernica and is now on the
verge of adding a Sligo
championship medal to his
collection.

The Amencan honour came
at a price, however. The
decision to try his luck in the
States for the Summer of
1998 cost him the captaincy
of his beloved Coolera and at
the time 1l was his
wildest dreams that he would
ever skipper the club again,
never mind lead it to an
historic appcarance in a
county final.

“l considered 1t a~great
honour to captain the club's
senior team and | must admat
left 1t behind

;
E
|

pitch and to motivate the
other lads on the team. It's o

big challenge but | am the sort
of player who responds to that
sort of siuation”, Shane
explains.

A defender of strength and
pace, who is equally at home
in the half-back or full-back
line, Shane has been an
inspirational  figure for
Coolera as they battled thew
way 1o their first appearance
in a county final since 1946.

nager, peclan McCabe

Coolera captain, Shane O'Nelll, is congratulated by Ma
after the semi-final victory over Eastern harps.
over the ':mml tcam a3 e p comfgfble gomng out on the
ra dream of the club's %y@ﬂ.wmmm pit we are up 10 doing
 first wenior title since 1907 | got it all together. The the'y> We awork hard for
but the players are remaining side of the club cd other m help cach
focussed on Sunday's final~  ts first class and there has m‘ I course of
“We've put all the listorical  been a greal respoase wom i 4 ; ¢ spimt g
stuff to the back of our the players We realised that Pehevable und there (s X
minds”, says Shane. “Our foOr the Championship yoy 00d mix of youth and
only priority is Sunday's have to hit your game by cxpenence m the team”, he
final” about twenty-per cent apd points out.
we've beenableodo ity Many  observers felt
in recent years, Coolera  far Coolera hud blown  their
enjoyed a lot of good form in “Each game drought W chance of  Championshi
the semor lcaguc but ncver challenge and we roso the ¢l p
g glory when they drew with
quite delivered the goods In  gccasion  cach hme, Eastem Harps in the semi-
the Championship. individually and as 2 final The general view was

“We are a relatively young
team and it has taken a few
years to reahse our full

collective wit. Theris now
greater cnfidence In the
squad thas at any tie in the

that Harps would leam most
from the first game and shade
the replay

+ ot % ¢ Db
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Coolera, however,
mh::od convinced that th
were enough
the final e

“We didn't panic after the
first game. We knew we had
the nb|l|ty to beat ngp and it
was just a matter of going out
and starting all over in.
Our goalkeeper, Aidan Carty,
kept us in the first game with
two magnificent saves and we'
repasd him m the replay but
5;'}"0& his goal so well. |

t think he had
make in_the replay. So, over
the two gumes, it was  team
effort and | think we fully
deserved o go through in the

Looking ahead 10 Sunday’
final, Shane s expec:‘i‘l:y:
tight game with very httle in it
one way or the other.

“We beat them by three
points in our first game in the
Championship but the match
could have gone cither way, |
think it will be a similar ty
game m the final. Hopeful
we can do oursclves ustice
and come out on top but we
know it 1s gong 10 be a very

tough match”, he says.

A former captain of the
Shgo U 21 team, Shane is
brother of Covlera’s cxciting
young forward, Karol 2

“It’s great 10 have Karol on
the tcam and it would be very *
special if both of us could
hare i an  historic
Championship success for
Coolera”, udds Shane.

-_—
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TONY WATERS: Aged 19 Defender Student. Has won
sentor and under-14 Connacht medals with Summerhill
College. ,

NEIL CAREW: Aged 25. Insurance official. Defender. Has
won county under-16 championship, Fr. Manning Cup,
Intermediate and League championship, and Pick n Choose
League medals. Has represented the county at under-16,
under-18, under-21 and senior level, Favourite player, Shane
O'Neill.

KEVIN COONEY: Aged 17. Student. Midfielder. Has won
underage City League medals, as well as under-10 Connacht
Communmty Games medal and under-12 and under-16
county medals. Favourite play, B. O'Reilly.

KARL O'NEILL: aged 19. Student. Forward. Winner of
numerous medals at all grades, he has represented the
county at underage and minor level.

TERRY MCMAHON: Aged 28. Garda. Midfield. Holder
of two county Intermediate medal, county under-16 medal,
and an All-lreland Trench Cup medal. Favounte player,
Teddy McCarthy. .

JAMES JOYCE: Aged 24 Defender. Software engineer.
Has won county under-12, under-14 and under-16 medals,
and an All-Ireland Feile under-14 medal, Has represented
county at under-18, under-21 and senior level. Favourite
player, Neil Carew.

TOMMIE CRONIN: Aged 21. Defender. Chemistry
Techmeian: Has played for county teams at under-16 and
mimnor level. Connacht Schools senior league medal holder.
Favounte player, Padraig Joyce,

JAMES CURRAN: Aged 19. Student. Goalkeeper. Won
under-12 county championship, and Connacht B
championship with Summerhill college. Has played for the
county at under-16 and minor levels Favourite player,
Kieran McGeeney

AIDAN CARTY: Aged 26. NCF employee. Goalkeeper.
Winner of Intermediate Championship an League medals,

and an under-21° North Division title. Favourite player,
Kieran Whelan.

KARL GILLIGAN: Aged 22. Forward Post Graduate
student. Holder of under-12, under-14, under-16 county
medals and under-14 Feile medal. Manning Cup winner in
1994, Has represented the county at under-16, minor and

under-21 level. Favounte player, Barney Rock.
MARC HOWLEY: Aged |8 Stiefel Laboratory employee.

Forward. Winner of Vocational Schools All-Ireland and

Connacht medals. Favounte player, Oisin McConville.

John Fuzpatrnick: Aged 18. Student. Forward. Medals

under-16 C
championship and under-16 B League. Favourite player,

include wunder-12  county champions,

Jarlath Fallon.

PAUL HEGARTY: Aged 17. Student. Forward. Winner 6f
Pick n Choose Senior League, as well as under-16 B and
under-16 C championship medals. Favourite player, Niel
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Carew.

LIAM HEALY: Aged 24. NCF employee. Forward. Winner

of Intermediate Championship medal in 1995. Favounite
player, Michael Donnellan.

STEPHEN CARTY: Aged 24. Engineer. Midfield. Medals
include  under-12, under-14, under-16  county
championships, under-14 Feile, and county Intermediate

championship. Has played for Sligo at under-16, under-18,

under-21 and senior level. Favourite player, Shay Walsh.

BARRY DOYLE: Aged 21. Garda. Defender. Holder of
under-12, under-14 and under-16 -county medals,
Intermediate League and Championship, Pick and Choose

League, and Colleges league medals. Favourite player,
Damien Gilligan.,

GAVIN FOLEY: Aged 25. Stiefel Laboratory employee.
Defender. Intermediate League and Pick and Choose
League winner. Favounite player, Niel Carew.

KIERAN QUINN: Aged 20. Student. Midfield. Made
sentor debut for county n this year's Connacht
Championship. Has also played at under-21 level and is the
holder of a county under-16 championship medal.
RAYMOND DOYLE: Aged 17. Student. Defender. Has
won medals at all underage levels, from under-9 to under-
16. Favourite player, Mike Frank Russell.

Paul Carty. Aged 22. Electrician. Half back.

COLM MULLEN: Aged 19. Student. Forward. Has won
an under-12 county championship medal, as well as
Connacht A first year and Connacht B Senior titles with
Summerhill. Has represented the county at underage level.
Favourite player, Padraig Joyce. .

NEIL KENNY: Aged 19. Student. Defender. Winner of
under-12 and under-16 county championship medals.

Michael Curran: Aged 29. Property consultant. Forward.

‘Winner of under-12 championship and Intermediate League
and Championship. Has played for the county at under-21
level. Favourite player, Neil Finnegan.

JOHN MCPARTLAND: Aged 22, Student. Forward.
Honours include underage medals at all levels; under-21
Hastings Cup and Connacht Junior medal with Sligo, and an
under-14 All-Ircland Feile medal. Has represented county at
under-16, minor, under-21 and senior levels. Favounte
player. Peter Canavan.

DAMIAN GILLIGAN: Aged 34. Farmer. Defender, Has
won under-age county medals, as well as Intermediate
Championship and League and Pick and Choose medals in
Shgo; and under-21 county championship and senior league
medals in Meath. Winner of Dublin Colleges League and

Connacht Minor League medals. Favounte player, Gerry
McEntee.

CYRIL CONNOLLY: Aged 20. Student. Defender.
Favourite player, Martin Brennan. .
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ONEJLLS

Thomas Walshe, the ref- |
eree for Sunday’s Senior
Championship Final

Coolera Manager,
- Declan McCabe

COOLERA’S Karol O’Neill
and Bunninadden’s Emmet
Gilhooley were team mates
on the Sligo\Leitrim U.18
soccer team which reached
the final of the All-Ireland
inter-league  competition
H carlier this year. Mark

Howley, a valuable member
of the Coolera squad, was
also on the Sligo/Leitrim

team, _ :
Rughy link
GAVIN FOLEY, the

Coolera defender, is also an
accomplished ragby player,
He won a Connacht Junior
Cup. medal with Sligo
Rugby club last year and
was on the Sligo team
y beaten in  this year’'s
provincial junior final. He
has also gained many
representative honours in
rugby,
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~I “WHEN -THE . County -Board decided mark -the. new
- ‘Millenntum- by- inviting -each club to-nominate -their,

., Mun"

person of the Century, 1t was no surprise to anybody that
Coolera chose Peter Cooney as their recepient of the
great honour.

A lifetime servant of the club, Peter created must have
created a new record in GAA administration when he was
elected as Secretary of the Coolera club for the 41st
successive year at the club’s annual general meeting
earlier this year.

He has also given long and valued service to the
County Board and the North Shigo Divisional Board and
1s an active member of the Coolera Community Games
organisation,

Peter has seen some wonderful Coolera teams and
players down through the years but the dream of
Championship glory has always eluded them.

However, this could be Coolera’s year. And if you
believe in omens, how about this? Peter Cooney 1S now
working with his 13th Chairman at the club, following
the election to this position of Joe Gildea at the club’s
AGM. g

If Coolera end their long wait for success on Sunday,
few will be entitled to celebrate as much as_their great
servant, Peter Cooney.

I — ——

At A S ——

Coolera “Brothers in arms” Stephen and Aidan |

Carty.

The last
time
they
met

COOLERA and
Bunninadden met in an
carher round of the
Championship  when
Coolera came out on top
by 0-9 10 0-6. The teams
and scorers were:
Coolera: J. Curran, K
Cooney, N Carew, K
{ O'Neill (0-2); J Joyce, S
O’Nelll, T Watters; T

McMahon  (0-1), S
Carty: K Quinn (0-1), )
McPartland  (0-1), L
Healy (0-2); C Mullen,
¢ B Doyle, P Hegarty
(0-2). Sub: M Howley

for C Mullen.
Bunninadden: M

Finn, S Roddy, F Dodd,

S Gormley, J
O'Flaherty, K Brett, J
Scanlon, M Gormley, P
Doohan, A Killoran

+ M1 (0-1), P Kearins, E
v J| Gilhooley; F O'Flaherty
(0-2), L Og Gormley
11(0-3), B Gilhooley.
Subs: D Killoran for S

Gormley; D Gormley
for B Gilhooley.
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Co — Finalists 2000 ;

o All Senior Pancelists

On be-half of the club I would like to congratulate you on reaching the co-final, a great
honour for the club and our parish. ;

b

-

By now you should have received your co- tinal attire. this beautiful gear comes to vou
courtesy of three proud Bunninaddan men.

veter Gallagher, Richard Brennan, Tony Perry has sponsored our training fund for the
last number of years at a great cost to themselves.

The club is cternally grateful, as I’m sure you are, but | know all they want in return is to
wear this gear with pride.
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Scan O Flatharta, fen TN

Runar Bun an Fheadain C.1..G.




